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INTRODUCTION

Colombia is a democratic country, with 
a privileged and strategic location 
in Latin America. It is rich in natural 
resources and is at present time one of 
the main investment destinations in the 
region mainly because of its commercial 
opportunities and its legal stability despite 
of the tough scenario of the worldwide 
pandemic. 

Colombia has one of the top progresses, 
not only economic but also cultural, in 
investment and development, compared 
to the rest of the region. 

In the last decade, Colombia’s GDP growth 
rate has exceeded the world average, 
and in recent years the country has shown 
great economic stability, mainly using 
sensible economic policies in connection 

with challenging situations, which have 
managed to maintain low inflation levels. 
Even, the principal risk rating agencies 
have maintained Colombia in stable 
confidence indices.

Procolombia in association with Posse 
Herrera Ruiz have prepared this Legal 
Guide to do Business in Colombia (the 
“Guide”) to provide foreign investors 
guidelines on the main legal aspects. The 
content of this document was prepared 
and updated in June 2021, based entirely 
on the current information and legislation.

Warning

The purpose of this document is purely 
informative. The Guide is not intended 
to provide legal advice. Therefore, those 

using this Guide shall not be entitled to 
bring any claim or action against Posse 
Herrera Ruiz or ProColombia, their 
respective directors, officers, employees, 
agents, advisors or consultants arising 
from any expense or cost incurred into 
or for any commitment or promise made 
based on the information contained in this 
Guide. Neither shall they be entitled to 
indemnifications from Posse Herrera Ruiz 
nor ProColombia, for decisions made 
based on the contents or the information 
provided in this Guide.

We strongly advise that investors and 
in general readers who make use of the 
Guide, consult their own legal advisors 
and professional consultants regarding 
investment in Colombia.

On the figures on this Guide

The figures used on this Guide have been 
determined as follows: (i) the figures 
expressed in US dollars have been 
calculated using an exchange rate of COP 
3.675 = USD 1; and (ii) for those based 
on the current minimum legal monthly 
wage (MLMW) in Colombia, the MLMW 
for the year 2021 is COP $908.526 
(approx. USD 247).

The foreign exchange rate changes daily 
with the supply and demand for currency 
and the MLMW is adjusted at the end of 
every calendar year (December) for the 
following year.

We hope that this Guide will be of great 
use for your investment in Colombia.
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REAL
ESTATE
Three key matters investors should know 
about the real estate regime in Colombia:

1. The Colombian Government 
protects private property.

2. Colombian nationals and foreigners 
have equal obligations and rights 
regarding the purchase of real estate 
property. However, the funds to 
acquire real estate property by non 
tax residents (whether nationals or 
not) must be channeled through an 
exchange market agent so it can be 
registered as foreign investment, which 
is mandatory. Apart from the above, 
the transactions of foreign investors 
(non tax residents) do not imply any 
additional tax, legal, or financial 
burdens.

3. Land use in Colombia must comply 
with regulations referring to the 
territorial order of each municipality 
as well as to the corresponding urban 
legislation.

10.1. Real estate acquisition in 
Colombia

10.1.1. Due diligence

Before acquiring real estate property in 
Colombia, it is advisable to review the 
following documents in order to have a 
complete overview of the property’s legal 

situation at the time of the transaction: 

i. The most recent title certificate 
(Certificado de libertad y tradición, 
in Spanish), ideally issued in the past 
thirty days; 
ii. Public deeds and other acts 
registered in the title certificates within 
the last ten years and those that 
were not registered in the mentioned 
timeframe but are relevant to look 
at because its content might restrict 
or have an impact on the ownership 
rights or any other in rem rights of the 
property. 
iii. Property tax and property 
appreciation certificate of good 
standing for the last five (5) years.
iv. Building permit for the property or 
a use of land certificate, if applicable.
v. Land use certificate.
vi. Criminal background check of 
the owner of the property (individual) 
or of the legal representatives of the 
legal entity that owns the property and 
confirmation on whether or not the 
owner is included in any restrictive lists 
such as OFAC. 

The following aspects must be taken into 
account:

i. Titles research: This analysis 
is carried out by an expert lawyer 
in order to determine if there are 
any conditions or circumstances that 
actually or potentially affect or limit the 

right of ownership over the property. 
Basically, this analysis ensures that 
there are no legal risks entailed in the 
transaction, the chain of title, or the 
owners by reviewing the following 
matters:  

• The ownership of the property (that 
the seller is indeed the owner of the 
property) and the capacity of the 
real estate titleholder to transfer of 
ownership; 
• The existence of liens and 
encumbrances that limit the ownership 
right, such as a dwelling family 
house, foreclosures, seizures, 
easements and mortgages; 
• The existence of inconsistencies in 
the chain of conveyance such as false 
conveyances;  
• The existence of any resolutory 
or conditional obligation express or 
implied, which may result in the loss 
of the property;   
• Fulfillment of any tax obligations 
related to the property.
• Possible discrepancies in areas 
registered in the title certificate, titles 
of acquisition and cadastral certificate 
of the property.
• The existence of mining titles and/
or environmental restrictions on the 
property;
• The use that can be given to the 
property complies with the approved 
urban regulations. 

ii. Analysis of the integrity of 
current and former titleholders 
of the property: is an analysis 
made by experts in the field, on the 

information available in public and 
business databases (as well as in 
magazine business, websites, industry 
publications, media, etc.), with 
regards to the background of sellers 
and former titleholders of the property, 
which identifies potential incidents that 
may affect the chain of tradition of 
the property. its future ownership, or 
the reputation of the acquirers. These 
surveys include the search of key 
information, among others:

• Disciplinary and judicial 
background of the owner and 
previous titleholders.

• Links with money laundering and 
financing of terrorism activites, 
corruption and bribery. The foregoing 
in order to avoid any future actions of 
domain extinction that may affect the 
property right of the acquirer.

• Inclusion on restrictive lists.

This all is done in order to prevent 
forfeiture of the property and 
reputational risks for the investor. 

iii. Analysis of land use: This 
analysis is carried out by a lawyer or 
technical expert to determine what type 
of construction (including volumetric 
aspects, elevation, insulation, among 
others) or development activities 
are permitted on the property that is 
being acquired in accordance with 
the corresponding Urban Developing 
Plan (by its acronym in Spanish 
“POT”), partial plan (if applicable) 
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and the corresponding building permit 
(if applicable). The purpose of this 
analysis is to confirm the possibilities 
of developing the investor’s plans on 
the property in question according 
to the technical specifications of the 
design. Likewise, after the land use 
study, the investor can develop new 
and different projects on the property 
pursuant to the results of the study. This 
gives the investor alternative ways to 
develop the property. 

iv. Acquisition of rural 
properties: It is important to note 
that there are special regulations 
that impose certain limitations on 
the acquisition and development or 
rural properties, such as limitations 
applicable to rural property with 
vacant (baldío) background, division 
of rural properties, among others 
(Law 160/1994). According to Law 
160/1994, the acquisition of former 
vacant properties, is prohibited if it 
exceeds the size of a Family Farm Unit 
(UAF for its acronym in Spanish) of 
the respective area, which will deem 
the relevant deal void. The UAF is a 
measure expressed in hectares as a 
range, determined as the basic business 
of agriculture, livestock, aquaculture or 
forestry production whose extension 
provides a family compensation for 
their work and provide a surplus to 
help them build their capital.

Also, performing a special property title 
search under agricultural legislation 
so as to establish the private origin of 
the property pursuant to the terms of 

Article 48 of Law 160/1994 will be 
necessary in order to prevent future 
claims that may result in the loss of the 
property.

Likewise, it is important to perform 
studies in order to assess possible 
risks of land restitution in light of 
Law 1448/2011, Peace Agreement 
and other applicable regulations. 
Therefore the following is assessed: (i) 
if the property is located in an area 
with history of violence; (ii) if any 
of the current or previous owners is 
registered as a victim in the Victims 
Registry or holds the title of displaced 
or dispossessed; (iii) if the property 
is registered in the Dispossessed and 
Forcibly Abandoned Lands Registry. In 
order to mitigate the risks associated to 
land restitution proceedings, it is highly 
recommended to perform historic 
and sociopolitic study of the territory, 
which is carried out by a specialized 
company.

Finally, if the property can be developed 
as a rural, economic or social 
development interest project (Zidres) 
based on Law 1776/2016 it can be 
assessed in order to receive economic 
benefits from the government.   

10.1.2. Contracts

Even though not mandatory, for the 
acquisition of real estate property, it is 
common to start by executing a promise 
to purchase agreement before concluding 
the actual purchase of the real estate 
property. In the promise to purchase 

agreement, the future buyer and seller 
agree upon the essential elements of the 
purchase agreement (the specified object 
and the price). This type of agreement 
is usually signed when the parties have 
satisfied all the conditions of the business 
and only the legal formalities are missing.

The promise to purchase agreement 
of real property must be written and its 
celebration has no extra costs for the 
parties. It is usual that in these agreements 
the parties agree to pay part of the 
price as an advanced downpayment (in 
Spanish “arras”) in order to reserve the 
property.

The purchase agreement must be 
formalized by means of a public deed 
and subsequently registered to conclude 
the transfer . The cost of this procedure 
is approximately 0.3% of the purchase 
price. This price is usually paid equally 
between buyer and seller. 

10.1.3. Registration procedure 
and effects of the registration 

Property rights over real estate are 
transferred by means of (1) the execution 
of the purchase agreement and (ii) the 
registration of the acquisition title in the 
corresponding public instruments registry 
office (Oficina de registro de instrumentos 
públicos, in Spanish).  The procedure 
of registering the public deed accrues 
a registration tax which varies between 
0.5% and 1% of the value of the purchase 
agreement contained in the public deed, 
as well as the registration fee that varies 
between  0.6% and 0.9% of the 
value of the sale. The registration taxes 

and fees are usually paid by the buyer.

10.2. Use of real estate properties

It is not necessary to be the holder of 
the property rights of real estate to be 
able to enjoy and use it. Among other 
instruments, a lease agreement and the 
usufruct agreement grant these rights to 
tenants or usufructuary in return for the 
payment of rent or consideration.

10.3. Lease agreements 

Lease agreements can be executed verbally 
or in writing. All that is required for their 
enforceability is an agreement between 
the landlord and the tenant regarding the 
following essential elements: (i) value of 
rent; and (ii) the property subject to lease. 
Additionally, even if they are not essential 
for the legal formalization of the lease 
agreement, it is advisable that the parties 
agree upon the following elements: (i) 
payment method; (ii) date and delivery 
of real estate; (iii) payment of utilities,; 
(iv) duration; (v) execution and payment 
of improvements and work repairs. It is 
recommended that this type of agreement 
is executed in writing.

10.3.1. Landlord’s obligations

The landlord’s main obligations are to: 
(i) deliver the real estate property to the 
tenant; (ii) maintain the property in a 
state that allows its use accordingly with 
the purpose for which it was leased; (iii) 
address any contingency which prevents 
the tenant from using real estate for the 
purpose for which it was leased; and (iv) 
make any necessary repairs. 
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10.3.2. Tenant’s obligations

The main obligations of the tenant are to: 
(i) pay the lease; (ii) use the property in 
accordance with the provisions of the lease 
agreement; (iii) ensure the preservation of 
the real estate property; (iv) return the real 
estate property upon termination of the 
lease agreement in the same conditions as 
received; (v) make repairs related to minor 
upkeep, esthetic reparations, and regular 
maintenance (reparaciones locativas in 
Spanish) during the term of the lease (vi) 
pay on time the expenses derived from 
the use of the relevant property and (vii) 
comply with the condominium governing 
rules (Régimen de Propiedad Horizontal 
in Spanish). 

10.3.3. Sublease and 
assignment

Unless there is an express authorization 
from the lessor, the lessee is not allowed 
to assign the lease or sublease, except in 
case of subleasing 50% of the area of a 
property destined to commercial activities, 
which does not require landlord’s 
authorization as per mandatory legal 
provision. When there is authorization 
the transferee will be the titleholder of all 
rights and obligations of the lessee.

10.3.4. Rent

Rent is the price that the tenant must pay to 
the landlord for the use of the real estate 
property. The rent can be stipulated in any 
foreign currency in the lease agreement 
but it must be paid in Colombian pesos 

(COP) at the market representative 
exchange rate established on the agreed 
date, or at the foreign exchange rate 
agreed between the parties. 

In the case of leasing urban housing 
assets, the rent may not exceed 1% of the 
market value of the property or the part 
that is leased. Every twelve months after 
the signing of the contract, the lessor can 
increase the rent, however the increment 
cannot exceed 100% of the Consumer 
Price Index (IPC) increment in the prior 
year. In all cases, this increase must be 
notified in advance to the lessee.

Bear in mind that Colombian law does 
not establish limits to the rent fixation and 
its increases, which it is recommended to 
regulate in the contract. 

10.3.5. Duration, extension 
and Contract Renewal

The parties to a lease contract are free to 
establish the term of duration. However in 
urban housing leases, the law establishes 
that, in case of omission of the parties, the 
duration term will be of one year. 

Regarding the extension of lease 
contracts, it is important to bear in mind, 
that involved parties have the right to 
freely determine the conditions under 
which the relevant contract is extended. 
The extension implies the continuation of 
the contract under the same terms and 
conditions. Renewal, on the other hand, 
is a protection in favor of the tenants 
of properties destined to commercial 
activities that have occupied the property 

1  Article 19 of Law 820 of 2003.

for two or more years with the same 
business. The right of renewal prevents 
the landlord’s unilateral termination of 
the agreementeven if its term has already 
expired, and establishes the restricted 
causes of termination. If the right of 
renewal has emerged, upon the expiration 
of the initial term or extension, the parties 
may negotiate new applicable terms and 
conditions. In case that no agreement is 
reached, a judge will decide on the new 
terms of the contract.

Colombian regulations, set forth on 
the Commercial Code, are keen on 
the protection of the tenant in the lease 
of properties destined to commercial 
activities (whether they are part of 
commercial establishments or not). Please 
see below an example of such rules: 

- Right to renewal: As mentioned, 
once certain conditions set forth in 
Article 518 of the Commercial Code 
are fulfilled, the lessee has the right not 
to have the lease termined unless the 
occurrence of the causes established 
by the law. This measure ensures 
the tenant will have enough time to 
position their business (e.g. position 
a name and attract customers, etc.). 
This period of time is considered 
an essential factor to achieve these 
purposes.

- Eviction law: Once the renewal 
right has emerged in favor of the 
tenant, commercial law provides that 
the landlord must give an eviction or 
termination notice to the tenant no less 

than six months prior to the ending 
of the contract (which will only be 
possible in the cases established by 
the law)  in the case that the landlord 
needs the relevant premises for their 
living or business domicile, as well as 
to rebuild or repair.

The eviction notice is considered a 
period of time ample enough (i.e. 6 
months) and constitutes a protection 
measure for the tenant as it provides 
them enough time to reorganize his 
business in another venue.

- Preemptive rights: Article 521 of 
the Commercial Code establishes the 
rights of the tenant, which contract was 
terminated due to the owner necessity 
to rebuild or repair the property, to be 
preferred over a third party interested 
in leasing the premises, provided that 
the tenant and the interested party 
have equal conditions.

- Compensation right: If at the 
termination of the lease agreement, 
the owner or the landlord does not use 
the property for one of the purposes 
established in the law, or if the relevant 
repairs are not initiated within 3 
months from the date that the tenant 
returns the property subject to lease, 
the tenant is entitled to the special 
compensation set forth in Article 522 
of the Commercial Code.

10.4. Real estate investment trusts 

The growing importance of trust 

2  Financial Superintendence of Colombia, Authorized Officer’s Opinion No 2010023725-002, 
May 21, 2010.
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agreements in Colombian real estate 
transactions must be highlighted as this 
mechanism offers trustworthiness and 
transparency to all parties; currently, it is 
used in most real estate transactions. One 
type of trust agreements is provided for 
the development of real estate projects, 
whereby the real estate property is 
transferred to an equity trust managed by 
a trust company under the surveillance of 
the Colombian Financial Superintendency, 
which is set up independently from the 
owner and trust company’s equity, thus 
enabling the use of the trusted assets 
exclusively for development of the real 
estate project in a more efficient way. 
Furthermore, as trust property is not 
considered either part of the trustee or 
the beneficiary’s patrimony, it is protected 
from possible creditors. The purpose 
of a trust agreement includes: (i) the 
development of the real estate project; (ii) 
a transparent administration of third party 
resources that have contributed towards 
the acquisition of one of the resultant units 
of the project; and (iii) once the works 
are completed, the trust shall transfer the 
property of the units to the purchasers. 
 
10.5. Urban regulations

Municipalities have the authority to 
establish zoning regulations pertaining to 
their territories, the rational and equitable 
use of land, and the preservation and 
protection of environmental and cultural 
heritage located in such territories. 
Therefore, municipalities are required 
to establish a territorial zoning plan 

(Plan de Ordenamiento Territorial, POT) 
for the regulation of applicable urban 
development property developments, the 
characteristics that have to be met by 
construction firms, the development and 
land use of the district or municipality 
territory pursuant to the Colombian 
Political Constitution or the Organic Law 
for land zoning, among others.

10.5.1. General aspects of the 
Territorial Zoning Plan (POT in 
Spanish)

POT2 is a document issued by the 
municipality administration and approved 
by the Local Council that contains and 
describes the objectives, guidelines, 
policies, strategies, goals, programs, 
actions and regulations adopted to guide 
and manage the physical development of 
land and land use. 

The territories of the municipalities and 
districts are classified as urban land, rural 
land or land for urban expansion. This 
classification should be taken into account 
by investors in order to establish whether, 
according to environmental aspects as 
well as zoning and land use regulations, 
the contemplated uses are permitted on the 
real estate property. Likewise, it provides 
indexes and characteristics that must be 
met by construction firms such as height 
and isolation, among other aspects. 

The main objectives of the implementation 
of the POT are the following: 

2 For smaller municipalities the urban development instrument will be the PBOT (Basic plan) and 
the EOT (ordering scheme).

i. To improve the life quality of the 
inhabitants offering benefits that 
develops a city, 
ii. To ensure citizens access to common 
services: roads, parks, schools, 
hospitals, etc., 
iii. To ensure rational use of land and 
to promote environmental sustainability 
and the preservation of heritage,
iv. To Protect the community against 
natural hazards.

10.6. Regulation for the 
development of property in any 
territory

In general, the following are the planning 
instruments: The POT, special plans of 
management and protection, partial 
plans (Planes parciales in Spanish), rural 
planning units (Unidades de planeación 
rural, in Spanish) and urbanistic permissions 
(Licencias urbanísticas, in Spanish).

10.6.1. Partial plans

Partial plans develop and complement 
the provisions of the POT for specific 
areas of: urban land, areas included 
in territories earmarked for urban 
expansion, other areas that are to be 
developed through urban planning units 
(Unidades de actuación urbanística, in 
Spanish), macro-projects or other special 
urban interventions. The use of private 
spaces are defined by means of partial 
plans, as well as by specific uses of 
land, intensity of uses and buildings. The 
use of private spaces are also defined 
by their obligations for the transfer and 
construction, provision of equipments 

as well as spaces and public utilities 
that allow for the execution of specific 
urbanization and construction projects in 
the terrains included in the planning. 

In these partial plans, the urban regulations 
contained in the POT are developed for 
the portion of land within the scope of 
the POT. These instruments are approved 
by means of an administrative act issued 
by the relevant municipal or district 
administration.

10.6.2. Rural Planning Units

Rural Planning Units (UPR in Spanish) 
are intermediate planning instruments 
for rural land that complement the 
POT. Through the UPRs, issues such as: 
environmental management, activities 
that take place outside of city limits, 
decisions on occupancy and uses, 
management strategies and instruments 
and agricultural technical assistance 
strategies are provided.

10.6.3. Parceling permissions 

Parceling permissions allow the creation 
of public and private spaces in one or 
several properties located in rural and 
suburban land. They are also required 
for the construction of roads and the 
building of infrastructure so as to ensure 
the self-provision of residential services. 
This will enable the use of the resulting 
properties for the purposes authorized by 
the relevant POT.

To build on the resulting land parcel, the 
corresponding building permit will be 
required. 
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10.6.4. Urbanization permits

Urbanization permits are the prior 
authorization required to create public 
and private spaces, or build roads and 
infrastructure on one or several properties 
located on urban land. They are also 
required in order to provide public services 
that enable the adaptation, allocation 
and subdivision of these lands for future 
construction of buildings destined for urban 
uses, according to the POT. Licenses are 
granted by an urban curator or by the 
competent municipal authority.

Urbanization permits lay down the 
regulations regarding use, elevation, 
volume, accessibility and other technical 
aspects based on which, building permits 
will be issued for new buildings in such 
urbanized properties. With urbanization 
permission, an urban plan (Plano urbanístico 
in Spanish) is approved. Such plan will 
contain a graphical representation of the 
urbanization, identifying all its parts so as 
to facilitate understanding of aspects such 
as transfers to the planning authorities for 
the construction of public parks, facilities 
and local roads or useful areas, among 
others. The urbanization permits on lands 
earmarked for urban expansion can 
only be issued after the adoption of the 
corresponding partial plan.

10.6.5. Building permits

A building permit is the prior authorization 
required to develop buildings, circulation 

areas and communal areas in one or 
several properties, according to the 
provisions of POT, the special management 
and protection plans of cultural interest 
and other rules that govern such matters. 
Building permits determine specific uses, 
elevation, volume, accessibility and 
other technical aspects approved for the 
corresponding construction.

10.7. Special duties that affect 
real estate property 

10.7.1. Real estate tax 

The real estate tax is a duty levied on real 
estate located in Colombia. It must be paid 
once a year or in installments  by owners, 
possessors or usufructuaries, depending 
on the municipality or district where the 
real estate property is located. For most 
of the country’s  municipalities, the tax is 
invoiced directly by the territorial entity, 
while in other municipalities the taxpayer 
must liquidate the tax.

The taxable base is determined by: (i) 
the current cadastral value which can 
either be updated by the municipality 
as a consequence of new conditions, or 
through the urban and rural real estate 
valuation index (IVIUR in Spanish), or (ii) 
by a self-appraisal made by the taxpayer, 
that cannot be less than the prior cadastral 
appraisal.

The applicable tax rate depends upon 
the conditions of the real estate, which 
also depends upon elements such 
as constructed area, location and 

destination of the real estate property. The 
tax rate varies between 0.5% and 3.3%  
considering  the economical destination 
and appraisal of the real estate.

Real estate tax is 100% deductible for 
income tax purposes, considering that a 
cause-effect relation exists with the income 
producing activity of the taxpayer.

For the transfer and other transactions 
related to real estate property, a land 
tax good standing certificate must be 
provided, which can only be obtained 
once the full payment of the annual tax 
value is made. 

10.7.2. Surplus value 

Surplus value (plusvalía in Spanish) is a 
contribution derived from zoning actions 
and specific authorizations destined to 
improve land use or to give the property 
a more profitable use.

Surplus value acts: 

• As the incorporation of rural land 
into land of urban expansion,
• As the establishment or modification 
of the regime or the zoning of land 
uses
• As the authorization of a greater 
use of land in building, raising either 
the occupancy rate, the construction 
index or both at the same time.
• When public works considered 
“macro infrastructure projects” and 

are included in the POT and / or in 
instruments that develop it, and when 
the valorization contribution has not 
been used for its financing.

Acts involving the transfer of property 
rights and the issuance of building permits 
generate surplus value ranging between 
30% and 50% of the higher value per 
square meter that befalls to the benefited 
property.Please note that the transfer of 
real estate property will not be possible 
in case there is a registered surplus 
contribution that has not been fully paid.

10.7.3. Recovery contribution

Is a lien on real estate properties that 
benefit from the public interest works 
carried out by the State. Said lien must 
be registred in the title certificate of the 
affected property. For the transfer and 
other transactions related to real estate 
property, an appreciation good standing 
or no-charge certificate must be provided.

10.7.4. Urban lineation tax

Urban lineation tax is levied on the issue 
of construction licenses for executing new 
real state works, extensions, modifications 
and repairs on real state. 
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NORM SUBJECT
 Law 1753 of 2015 National Development Plan 2015-2018.
 Decree Law 2365 of 2015 Winding up of the Colombian Institute of 

rural development (INCODER)
Decree Law 2364 of 2015 Creation of the Rural Development Agency 

(ADR)
Decree Law 902 of 2017 Issue to facilitate the implementation of 

the Integral Rural Reform contemplated in 
the Final Agreement signed with FARC, 
specifically the procedure for access and 
formalization and the Land Fund

Resolution 740 of 2017 Agencia 
Nacional de Tierras (“ANT”).
Resolution 041 of 1996 (Incora – 
today ANT)

UAF extensions

Decree 2051 of 2016 Regulates the Unique Registry of 
Abandoned Lands and Territories -RUPTA- 

Decree 1766 of 2016 Modifies the decree of the rural development 
sector, Decree 1071 of 2015

Decree 2537 of 2015 Regulates the Areas of Interest for Rural, 
Economic and Social Development (Zidres 
for its acronym in Spanish)

Law 1776 of 2016 Create the Areas of Interest for Rural, 
Economic and Social Development (Zidres 
for its acronym in Spanish)

Decree 2363 of 2015 By means of which Title 5 is added to Part 
10 of Book 2 of Decree 1071 of 2015, 
Sole Regulatory Decree of the Agricultural, 
Fisheries and Rural Development 
Administrative Sector, related to the 
temporary assumption 

NORM SUBJECT
Civil Code Contracts. 
Code of Commerce Contracts.
Law 820 of 2003 Urban Leasing Law.
Decree 2811 of 1974 National Code for Renewable Natural 

Resources and Environmental Protection. 
Law 44 of 1990 Real Estate Tax
Law 9 of 1989 and 1469 of 2011 Municipal development plans, acquisition 

and expropriation.
Law 160 of 1994 Rural land regime.
Law 388 of 1997 Amendment of Law 9 of 1989.
Law 507 of 1999 Modifications of Law 388 of 1997.
Law 810 of 2003 Planning sanctions.
Decree 564 of 2006 (partially 
removed) 

Planning permits.

Decree 2181 of 2006 Partial plans.
Decree 0097 of 2006 Planning permissions on rural land.
Decree 4300 of 2007 Partial plans.
Decree 3600 of 2007 Rural land zoning regulation.
Decree 4065 of 2008 Urbanization and development of lands 

and areas on urban land and expansion 
and applicable legislation on calculation of 
participation in surplus value.

Decree 4066 of 2008 Modifications to Decree 3600 of 2007.
Decree 3641 of 2009 Modification to Decree 3600 of 2007.
Decree 1469 of 2010 Planning permissions.
Law 1448 of 2011 Land restitution for the victims of the armed 

conflict
Law 1454 of 2011 Organic rules for area zoning.
Law 1469 of 2011 Promotion of developable land and access 

to housing.
Decree Law 0019 of 2012 Paperwork reduction.

Regulatory framework
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“They are a group of professional lawyers 
with remarkable technical expertise 
and a timely response. Their strategies 
enable us to achieve our goals.” 

Client

Services / Areas of practice

• Agribusiness
• Competition, consumer protection 

and data protection
• Compliance and internal 

investigations
• Corporate law
• Dispute resolution
• Environmental law
• Financial law and capital markets
• Infrastructure and public law
• Insurance
• Intellectual property
• International trade
• Labour and immigration
• Land use, urban planning and 

development
• Mergers and acquisitions
• Energy and natural resources
• Private clients
• Real estate
• Tax
• White-collar crime
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